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Food safety is a very import issue, not only in a country, in a region, but in the whole world. Emerging
problems of global food safety, from BSE to melamine incident, has resulted in various incidents in
the domestic markets and in the international trade as well.

Since the first mad cow was found in 1984 in Britain, some 190,000 BSE cases have been reported in
more than 30 countries. The incident of dioxin-contaminated poultry feed firstly occurred in Belgium
in 1999 and, again, in North Ireland last year. Sudan red contaminated foods were detected in UK,
China and several other countries, including products of some well-known brands such as KFC in
2005. In 2007, US recalled melamine contaminated pet feed in which the raw material was imported
from a Chinese company. In 2008, high content of melamine was found in infant formula in China,
which affected some 296,000 Chinese infants and young children with six infants died. The biggest
Chinese dairy company Sanlu collapsed because of this incident. Huge economic loss and social
impact were observed. The consequences were also felt globally as melamine-contaminated milk and
relevant food products were exported to other countries. This presentation will give an overview of
these emerging incidents of global food safety.

Joint efforts of national governments and international organizations have been taken to meet the
challenges of global food safety crisis. International bodies such as WHO, FAO and OIE as well as CAC
have worked efficiently to ensure food safety in the world. Efforts in legislation, administration and
capacity-building for food safety at the national level were further enhanced than ever before. As an
example, policies and actions taken by the Chinese government for resuming consumers’ trust and
confidence after the melamine incident are introduced and discussed in this presentation.

Food safety is increasingly and will continuously be a global challenge. It is suggested in this
presentation that collective efforts be urgently needed for all countries to take food safety actions to
a new level more than ever. Efficient collaborations of all relevant partners at the international and
national levels are crucial for resolving the emerging problems and reducing the incidents of food
safety in the future.
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